
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

R osi Dagit, Sr. Conservation Biologist for the Resource 
Conservation District of the Santa Monica Mountains 

(RCDSMM) Monica Mountains and Bay.  As Principle Investi-
gator for the Santa Monica Bay Steelhead Lifecycle Monitoring 
project, she has snorkeled the creeks monthly since 2001 to 
count endangered southern steelhead trout, and monitored 
changes in abundance and distribution.  She has also been mon-
itoring endangered tidewater gobies and other native fishes in 
Malibu Lagoon. Since 2014, Ms. Dagit has also been working 
with FOLAR to build on the earlier fish study of the upper LA 
River done in 2008 by surveying in the lower river near the 
estuary and in the western river drainages of the San Fernando 
Valley. 
 
    Rosi will give a talk about her work with the RCDSMM and 
the Steelhead Lifecycle Monitoring project.   
 
    More information about the RCDSMM can be found at 
http://www.rcdsmm.org/ 
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S PFF’s annual March Media Madness is quickly approach-
ing, and this year we will have a shiny new digital projec-

tor.  Please consider preparing a presentation illustrating your 
2016 adventures for our March meeting. 
 
    This is your chance to entertain your fishing partners and 
friends by sharing your fishing adventures through photographs 
or videos.  Choose your adventure, think of an amusing title 
and create a five to eight minute presentation using PowerPoint, 
Keynote, iMovie or Movie Maker.  Add music, captions or 
commentary, as you choose.  Please edit your presentation, and 
bring it on a flash drive, CD-ROM, DVD, or your laptop.  
(Please do not bring a series of unedited images.) 
 
    Please e-mail me with the subject, length and format of your 
program by  March 10th. 
 
Glenn Short 
specialprojects@spff.org 

RAFFLE ITEMS FOR MARCH DINNER MEETING 

First Prize —  Orvis Clearwater Rod 5wt 9ft 4pc  

     Second Prize —  Orvis Mid Arbor Reel 5-6wt  

         Third Prize  —   Orvis Sling Pack  
 

Big Barrel 
 Dozen flies and box, 3 pack of leaders, tippet rings, zinger    

STEELHEAD MONITORING PROJECT 
With Rosi Dagit 

http://www.rcdsmm.org/
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Last year’s Introduction To Fly Fish-
ing (ITFF) was a rousing success.  
Nearly 50 students attended the 4 
weekend classroom sessions, and 
around 20 brave souls traveled to Bish-
op for the graduation weekend on the 
Owens River.  In case you missed it, 
here is a glance at what transpired.   
 

 

I  am beginning to wonder if I will ever catch fish in 
2017. My catching average is sinking faster than a lead 

wrapped tungsten bead head. My new pet friend could 
well be a skunk. It doesn’t help that I fish for “the fish of a 
thousand casts” in cold, fast rising water. It started in Janu-
ary with a day on the River Tay in my home town of Perth. 
Fresh sea-run Atlantic salmon rolled nearby but spitefully 
avoided my fly. Still jet lagged, I was sure I could coax at 
least one trout out of the Lower O on the Super Bowl Out-

ing, but again I was dogged by failure. Last weekend I headed to the Sandy River 
where for three freezing, wet days I perfected a variety of Spey casts. No steelhead 
were harmed in the process. I will strangles the next person who tells me “that’s why 
it’s called fishing, not catching.” Now, if you want to see fish being caught make sure 
to sign up for the ‘corned beef and cabbage’ March meeting. The “show and tell” din-
ner meeting is often hilarious and proof that a show does not need to be perfect to 
convey a great message. Many of you have volunteered to help with the annual Intro-
duction to Fly Fishing (ITFF) that kicks off on March 11th, back in its old home be-
side Lake Reseda with the welcome return of water to cast in. Classes are free to Club 
members who want to re-take any or all of the sessions. I am excited that we will 
again be visiting the LA River on April 1st with the ITFF students. The section known 
as the Glendale Narrows is a perfect simulation of a free flowing trout stream and an 
ideal practice area. Thanks are also due to those who volunteered to man the FFF 
SWC booth at the Fred Hall show where the evangelical message of fly fishing will 
save the souls of hundreds of bait fishermen and give meaning to their lives. Don’t 
forget to visit Fishermens Spot on April 1st and 2nd for their annual Expo featuring 
legendary Scottish fly tier Davie McPhail. I have been hired as a Scottish to American 
translator. 
    Last month we moved the dinner meeting into the adjoining smaller room at ‘the 
Glen’ and we filled it to capacity. Although a little cramped, the energy was high and 
raffle sales set a record. Please be sure to book dinner by Tuesday before the meeting 
AT THE LATEST. We nearly ran out of food because of non reserved guests. We 
will continue to use the smaller room unless there are a minimum of fifty dinner reser-
vations.  As you read this, spare a thought for our Newsletter Editor Glen Atkinson.  
Glen is always hungry for stories and pictures. Don’t forget that a printed story makes 
you eligible for a free dinner drawing. I am excluding myself from this group since 
stories with caught fish are always more satisfying. 

See you at the March meeting!    Marshall      

 

. Board Members & Committees 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

D I R E C T O R S  &  C O M M I T T E E  C H A I R S  
 
 

President _________________ Marshall Bissett      818.259.1551   
Vice President ____________________________________Open 
Community Relations  _______ Michael Peratis       818.341.6921 
Conservation  ______________ Debbie Sharpton    805.338.8278 
Recording Secretary _________ John Roberts       818.248.7448  
Education _________________ Steve Ebersold      818.340.5382 
Librarian __________________ Tom Wright      818.367.8827 
Membership _______________ Jay Bushore      818.970.4685 
Newsletter Editor ___________ Glen Atkinson      661.305.8409  
Newsletter Circulation _______ Richard Ress      818 783.8684 
Outings ___________________ Jim Fleisher      818.990.4921  
Programs _________________ Marshall Bissett      818.259.1551 
Raffles____________________ Steve Esgate      818.723.5122 
Special Projects ____________ Glenn Short      818.990.5599 
Fundraising________________ Kevin Radanovich 818.421.2044 
Treasurer _________________ Mike Hembree       818.368.8177 
Webmaster _______________ Ren Colantoni      818.842.0389 
Technical Assistant _________ Aran Dokovna      661.296.7633 
SWCFF Representative_______ Tom Wright      818.367.8827 
Social Media _______________ _____________________ Open      
Member at Large ___________ Don Lee      818.990.0248 

      

 

PLEASE WELCOME NEW     
MEMBERS 

By Jay Bushore, Membership Chair 

T he members of Sierra Pacific Flyfishers look for-
ward to meeting you.  We hope to get to know you 

better  at the Monthly Dinner Meetings, in our educa-
tional programs and on the water.  SPFF always wel-
comes new members.      

Members, please introduce yourselves to new mem-
bers at our monthly dinner meetings and make them 
feel welcome!  

 

 

Randy Gibbs 

Cece Rubin 

(Continued on page 10) 

ITFF 2016  

LOOKING BACK 
A TIME TO LEARN, 
LAUGH, AND FISH 
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T he over fifty brave Club members who made the jour-

ney for our annual Super Bowl outing to the Sierra  

were greeted by a scene of unusual and remarkable beauty – 

Bishop 

flanked by 

snow-

draped 

mountains. 

The nor-

mal drive 

up the 395 

was high-

lighted by 

breathtak-

ing winter 

vistas. In a 

year where we have been celebrating 

high rainfall and snowpack numbers, 

the scenic beauty was just an added 

bonus.  The local websites reported 

that access to the Upper Owens and 

Hot Creek would be severely limited 

by deep snow, although a few of the 

more adventurous went into Hot Creek with snow 

shoes. This left the Lower Owens as the most practical 

option for a group eager to catch their first trout of the 

season. I met local guide Pat Jaeger (our January pre-

senter) and his normal guide enthusiasm was a little 

muted. “This is the coldest I have ever seen the Lower 

O – I think the fish are deep.” At the beginning of the 

week flows were running at a manageable 160cfs but by 

Friday into the weekend the output at Pleasant Valley Damn 

was closer to 225cfs, a level that made wading difficult, if 

not dangerous.  This double whammy pretty much killed the 

river. 

    While a couple of rainbows were taken on guide drift boat 

trips using the famous “dip and strip” streamer tech-

nique, our group was roundly skunked. The members I 

talked to, many of them excellent and experienced an-

glers, had tried it all – nymphs, dries, streamers, live 

bait and dynamite (only joking) to no avail. Adding in-

sult to low catch rate, prolific BWO hatches were met 

by complete indifference by fish that were clearly 

“hunkered down.”  

    Luckily it takes more than 

slow fishing to dim the spirits 

of an SPFF group on a week-

end, and the prime rib dinner 

at the Golf 

Club had 

its share of 

fish stories, 

jokes and 

raffle win-

ners. Club 

member Pat 

Case was 

heard to 

say, “The 

only time I 

don’t catch 

fish is on Club outings.” Thanks go to Bill Woods, Jim 

Fleisher and Steve Ebersold for organizing the event. 

Grudging thanks also goes to the NFL for finally making a 

game that almost matched the excitement of a fishing trip! 

THE SUPER BOWL OUTING 
 NO LAST MINUTE COMEBACKS  By Marshall Bissett 
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(Continued from previous page) 
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Fish Reports are provided courtesy of The TroutFitter.  For more fishing information, go to 
 http://www.thetroutfly.com/fishreport.html 

Congratulations to the Graduates of the latest Fly Tying Class! 
Instructor: Michael Peratis 

 

http://www.thetroutfly.com/fishreport.htmlC:/Users/Glen/Documents/Acura%20TLX
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Miscellaneous  

 

 

B ecome an SPFF Project 
Healing Waters Volun-

teer. 
 

S pend time with a Veteran 
and share the wonderful 

world of Fly Fishing. 
 
 

W e teach fly casting, fly 
tying, show a fishing 

video from time to time, 
share fishing trip stories, go 
fishing occasionally, and al-
ways have a FUN TIME! 
 

M any of the Veterans 
have become SPFF club 

members and are enjoying 
attending SPFF monthly din-
ner meetings, learning to fly 
cast and tie flies, and are 
making new fly fishing 
friends. 
 

S o Come Join the Fun! 
1st and 3rd Thursday 

4:00 PM to 5:45 PM 
Sepulveda Vet Center 
9739 Haskell Avenue 

Sepulveda / Mission Hills, CA 
91343 

Lead     dhoff-
berg@aol.com 

 
 
 

(Continued from page 2) SPFF Library 

 You can “browse the stacks” online by 
going to the www.spff.org website.  

All materials are available for mem-
bers to check out at no charge. 

A link is provided to contact  
 our Librarian.  

Casting Clinic at Balboa Lake 
 

1st  & 3rd Saturday each month 
unless otherwise noted.   
 
Instructors are usually available 
most Saturday mornings                                                                                                       
9 -11AM, schedules permitting. 

 

E D I T O R ’ S  N O T E S  
  

 FLY PAPER ENTRIES—Please 
email copies of your photos or 
“jpegs” at the unedited, original 
size and other newsletter items to     
Glen Atkinson at: 

 

news@spff.org 
 

DEADLINE:   
3rd Thursday each month     
by 5 PM (Dinner Meeting) 

 

ITFF 2017 starts March 11.  If you are 
interested, see the flyer on page 8. 

mailto:dhoffberg@aol.com
mailto:dhoffberg@aol.com
http://www.spff.org/
mailto:news@spff.org
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS  2017 

January 2017 

New Year’s Day………………....….1 
PHW Vets ………….….………....... 5 

  Board Meeting ................................. 5 
  Fly Tying Class………….…………11 
  Surf Clinic…………………………14 

  Martin Luther King Day…….....…..16 

  Fly Tying Class………….…………18 

  PHW Vets .......................................19  

Dinner Meeting ………………….19 

  Fly Tying Class……………………25 

 

 

 February 2017 

Fly Tying Class……………………..1 
PHW Vets ………….….…….…...... 2 

  Board Meeting ................................. 9 
  Super Bowl Outing………...…….3-5 

  Fly Tying Class……………………15 

  PHW Vets ………………………...16  

Dinner Meeting ………………….16 

  President’s Day…………………...20 

  Fly Tying Class……………………25 

 

March 2017 

Fred Hall Show…………………...1-5 
PHW Vets ………….….………....... 2 

  Board Meeting ................................. 2 
  ITFF………………….…………….11 
  PHW Vets …………….…………...16 
  Dinner Meeting…….………...…...16 
  ITFF………………….……………18 
  ITFF……………….………………25 
 

 

 

 

April 2017 

ITFF………………………………...1 
  Board Meeting ................................. 4 
PHW Vets ………….….…….…...... 6 
ITFF Graduation Outing……….…7-9 
Passover………………   .………...11 

  Easter……………...….…………...16 
  PHW Vets ……………….……......20 
  Dinner Meeting……….………….20 
  Trout Season Opens………...…….29 
 
 

  May 2017 

  Board Meeting ................................. 4 
PHW Vets ………….….…….…...... 4 

  PHW Vets ………………….……...18 
  Dinner Meeting……………..…….18 
  Memorial Day….………….……….29 
 
 

June 2017 

  Board Meeting ................................. 1 
PHW Vets ………….….…….…...... 1 

  Hot Creek Ranch Weekend.……..9-12 
  PHW Vets …………………….…...15 
  Dinner Meeting……….…….…….15 
 
 

July 2017 

  Independence Day………………….4 
  Board Meeting ................................ 6 
PHW Vets ………….….…....… ...... 6 

  PHW Vets ………………………...20 
  Dinner Meeting…………….…….18 
 

August 2017 

  IFFF Fly Fishing Faire…………...1-5 
  Board Meeting ................................. 3 
PHW Vets ………….….…….…...... 3 

  PHW Vets ………………………...17 
  Annual Picnic…………………....20 
 

September 20 17 

  Labor Day…………………………..4 
  Board Meeting ................................. 7 
PHW Vets ………….….…….…...... 7 

  Rosh Hashanah……………………21 
  PHW Vets ……………………… ...21 
  Dinner Meeting…………….…….28 
 
 

October 2017 

  Board Meeting ................................. 5 
PHW Vets ………….….…….…...... 5 
Columbus Day…………………….  9 

  PHW Vets ………………………...19 
  Dinner Meeting…….……….…....19 
  Halloween……………………...…31 
 

November 2017 

  Board Meeting ................................. 2 
PHW Vets ………….….…….…...... 2 

  Veteran’s Day………….…………..11 
  PHW Vets …………….…………...16 
  Dinner Meeting…….……….…….16 
  Thanksgiving………….…………...23 
 

December 2017 

  Board Meeting ................................. 7 
PHW Vets ………….….…….…...... 7 
Hanukkah………………………….13 

  Dinner Meeting…………….…….15 
  PHW Vets ………………………...18 
  Christmas………………………….25 



12 

 

 
Gangadin Restaurant 
12067 Ventura Place 

Studio City, CA 91604 
 
 

Great Pacific Iron Works /
Patagonia  

235 West Santa Clara St 
Ventura, CA 93001 

805.643.6074 
 

Orvis 
345 S Lake Ave 

Pasadena, CA 91101 
626.356.8000 

 
Kern River Fly Shop 

11301 Kernville Rd 

Kernville, CA 93238 

760. 376.2040 

www.tu.org 

TROUT UNLIMITED 

 
Real Cheap Sports 
36 W. Santa Clara St 
Ventura, CA 93001 

805.648.3803 
 

The Trout Fitter  
Shell Mart Center  #3 
Mammoth Lakes, CA 
93546, 760.924.3676 

 
Patagonia Pasadena 

47 North Fair Oaks Ave 

Pasadena, CA 91103 

626-795-0319  

Sierra Pacific Fly fishers proudly supports the conservation efforts of: 

www.fedflyfishers.org 

FEDERATION OF     
FLY FISHERS 

www.dfg.ca.gov/fishing 

CALIFORNIA DEPT 
OF FISH & WILDLIFE 

T he Board of Directofollowing rs and membership of the Sierra Pacific Flyfishers wish to 
express their appreciation to the retailers. Their promotion of our club and its activities 

throughout the year, and their contributions of products and services help us to continue the 
various public services that we offer. 

 
A16 Outfitters 

5425 Reseda Blvd 
Tarzana CA 91356 

818.345.4266 

 
West LA A16 Outfitters 

11161 W Pico Blvd,  
Los Angeles, CA 90064  

(310) 473-4574  
 

Fishermen’s Spot 
14411 Burbank Blvd 
Van Nuys, CA 91401 

818.785.7306 
 

Culvers Sporting Goods 
156 South Main St. 

Bishop, Ca. 
760.872.8361 

 
 

www.caltrout.org 

CAL TROUT 

SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS 

Steve Esgate 
Rainbow Trout 
Owens River 

Next Dinner Meeting 
 Thursday March 16 
Monterey At Encino 
16821 Burbank Blvd 
Encino, CA 91436 

 

Menu 

SPECIAL ST PATRICK’S DAY 
MENU 

Entrée: 

Corn Beef and Cabbage  

Boiled Potato and Carrots  

OR 

Briami 

(Greek Oven Roasted Vegetables) 

 

 
Cocktails at 6:00 PM / Dinner 7:00  

Call 818.789.1919 Ext 10 (Michelle) or 
email  

MontereyatEncino@Gmail.com 
Reserve by Monday March 13 
$32.00 Cash or Check, No Cards 

Non-dining guests are now FREE! 

mailto:montereyatencino@gmail.com?subject=SPFF%20dinner%20reservation

